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1Rachel
Abraham
Senior
Chemistry
“I remember 
I was in fifth 
grade. I was 
really con-
fused more 
than scared. 
I think it 
was really a 
bad time for 
U.S.A.”
Eric
Valenzuela
Sophomore
Software 
engineering
“I remember I 
went to school 
and watched 
the news all 
day but not 
[really] under-
standing what 
was happen-
ing.”
Kelsey
Horstman
Junior
Psychology
“I was in fifth 
grade. We 
were re-
ally scared ... 
I think it was 
a tragedy, 
but it brought 
our country 
together.”
Marin
Korthals
Freshman
General 
preveterinary 
medicine
“I remember 
my mom was 
crying when I 
went home. I 
did not realize 
how serious 
it was until 
now.”
Bryce
McIntyre
Sophomore
Mechanical 
engineering
“We were 
in class and 
the teacher 
turned the TV 
on ... Since I 
was in Iowa, I 
was not that 
scared.”
Timothy
Lee
Part-time  
student
“I think it’s a 
good remind-
er of what 
happened 10 
years ago. I 
wish some-
thing like 
that would 
never happen 
again.”
Birutawik
Zeleke
Junior
Mechanical 
engineering
“I was in sixth 
grade back 
then, and I 
watched the 
news, but I 
did not really 
what’s going 
on since I was 
too young.”
What do you remember from Sept. 11, 2001?
10 YEARS LATER
IOWA STATE LOOKS BACK ON AMERICA’S DARKEST DAY
File photos: Iowa State Daily
File photo: The Associated Press
Improvements to technologies have made 
responding to and dealing with emergencies 
easier since the Sept. 11 attacks.
When 9/11 occurred, the network flooded 
due to the large amount of calls, making it dif-
ficult for communication to occur.
The twin towers were part of the commu-
nications infrastructure, and with those gone, 
it left a big gap that was difficult to maneuver 
around.
A new technology that has emerged to try 
to help in emergency situations is ad hoc wire-
less networks technology.
Ad hoc wireless networks technology is 
where computers, cellphones and other de-
vices talk not only to a main router or server, 
but they can talk to each other as well.
“It gives you the capabilities to talk 
to each other,” said Lei Ying, assis-
tant professor of electrical and com-
puter engineering.
With this technology, if a main 
server is disrupted, such as dur-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks, computers 
could form networks with each oth-
er, helping to re-establish and keep 
the web of communication intact.
When talking of the importance 
of ad hoc wireless networks tech-
nology, Ying said, “I believe it is the 
next generational technology. It 
provides ways to coordinate and 
exchange information and it pro-
vides easier contact abilities.”
Another emergency rescue 
technology being tested is rescue 
robots.
Although rescue robots were 
not used during 9/11, they are be-
coming a resourceful tool in the 
field.
Rescue robots are more com-
monly used as search-and-find 
technologies in the field now, 
but some scientists are hoping 
to change that someday.
Why bigger robots are not 
being used is simple.
First, robots are expensive 
to make. Robots also can be 
unstable.
“Robots can falter, 
they can be hard to con-
trol, and the information 
sent can be interpreted 
wrongly by the human 
operators,” said Yan-Bin 
Jia, associate professor 
of computer science.
One of the more com-
mon rescue robots at this 
time is t h e 
s n a k e 
r o b o t , 
which can fit in and 
crawl in areas where 
humans can’t. 
They also are 
cheaper to 
make and use 
than larger 
robots that 
can be used 
to lift heavy 
objects
A snake robot 
has a camera at the 
front of its body, which sends the information 
back to those who are guiding it.
While these robots have a limited range for 
now, improvements in technology will hope-
fully someday make their range greater.
A third technology used in emergency re-
sponse situations is ham radios, or amateur 
radio.
Ham radios are simple compared to cell-
phones, computers and other modern devices.
While some may have data-transferring 
abilities or a repeater system, ham radios do 
not need these things to function.
Ham radios allow people to communicate 
directly to each other, as long as you’re on the 
right frequency. They are able to communi-
cate within a town or even to people in differ-
ent nations.
Ham radios have been used in emergency 
situations before, with Hurricane Katrina and 
9/11 attacks as examples.
Amateur radios also help out services like 
the Red Cross and other similar services.
“Part of why we’re on everyone’s backup 
plan is because we like to keep it simple, be-
cause it works, it’s always worked,” said Clint 
Miller, an emergency response coordinator 
for the Amateur Radio Emergency Service 
of Story County. “We can be independent of 
the infrastructure, if we need to be. As we say, 
‘When all else fails, ham radio.’”
While emergency responders like police 
officers or firefighters have a specified fre-
quency range, ham radios have a full range. 
This means if one frequency is jammed, radios 
can switch to another.
When asked about the problems that 
might arise from having to switch frequencies, 
Miller said, “We have a list that tells people if 
this frequency doesn’t work, we go to this one; 
and if that one doesn’t work, we switch to the 
next one down.”
When a disaster occurs, the communica-
tions that take place in the immediate area can 
jam up lines, making it hard for information to 
get in or out. Ham radio operators help in that 
situation.
“We’re that last mile, between a disaster 
zone and the public,” Miller said. “We help fil-
ter news in and help get news out to others.”
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Life
Safety
Lance
Lipovic
Freshman
Pre-graphic 
design
“We were in 
Pennsylvania 
at that time, 
and I was 
scared since 
we were so 
close to New 
York City.”
Julieta	
Vanahanian
Graduate in 
art and design
“I remember 
I was in ninth 
grade, and we 
watched the 
TV, and we got 
really shocked 
when we saw 
the news.”
Stephen
Brossart
Junior
Electrical 
Engineering
“I remember  
we went off 
the bus and 
turned on the 
TV, but I was 
young at that 
time so I did 
really know 
what to think.”
Sifei
Liu
Junior
Landscape 
architecture
“It was hor-
rible and 
unimaginable, 
and I hope 
it would not 
happen again 
and the world 
to be [peace-
ful].”
Jennifer
Schrimper
Junior
Graphic
design
“I was in fifth 
grade. The 
teacher kind 
of freaked out. 
I remember 
we got out of 
school early, 
and I didn’t 
know why.”
Bethanie
Jones
Freshman
Pre-
architecture
“My sister and 
I flew a lot. 
That impacted 
our flying situ-
ation a lot and 
we had to go 
through differ-
ent things.”
Dane
Jenkins
Junior
Construction 
engineering
“I remember 
sitting in class 
and my his-
tory teacher 
turned on the 
TV [to] watch-
ing the news. 
I will never 
forget it.”
What do you remember from Sept. 11, 2001?
New technologies 
following Sept. 11  
aid in emergencies
By	Amelia.Johnson	
@iowastatedaily.com
World
International students 
reflect on day’s impact
Religion
Americans ponder influence
By	Sarah.Clark	
@iowastatedaily.com
“Nobody could even imag-
ine it being a Muslim after 
that.”
Muhammad Aurang Zaib is 
a graduate student in agrono-
my who experienced firsthand 
the shock of the World Trade 
Center terrorist attacks and 
the ensuing anti-Muslim sen-
timent in much of the U.S.
Most estimates claim 
that Muslims make up nearly 
one-fourth of the world and 
nearly 3 million Muslims live 
in the United States of both 
American Muslims and immi-
grants from Islamic countries 
as well.
Iowa State itself has a large 
international student popula-
tion, many of whom are from 
Islamic countries. However, 
many of the international stu-
dents remember the historic 
event and were deeply im-
pacted, even though it was not 
committed on their home soil. 
Many chose the United States 
to pursue their undergraduate 
and graduate educations.
Aurang Zaib is a Pakistani 
national and was in his under-
graduate studies during the fall 
of 2001. He still remembers 
the reaction of his countrymen 
and the United States when 
they discovered who was be-
hind the attacks.
“We cannot even imagine 
this kind of activity attributed 
to a Muslim,” he said. “It is 
in the Koran that if you have 
killed one human being, it is 
equivalent to killing a whole 
humanity.”
However, he decided to 
pursue his education in the 
United States, but his visa ap-
plications were repeatedly 
rejected by the Department of 
State.
Cezlynn See, senior in 
chemical engineering from 
Malaysia, is another interna-
tional student at Iowa State 
and was still in elementary 
school in 2001. She distinctly 
remembers the events of the 
fateful day, though.
“It was shocking, even for 
a fourth-grader,” See said. “I 
thought it was a pretty big 
event, a pretty big strike to an-
other country.”
However, she also agrees 
with Aurang Zaib’s sentiment 
about misconceptions about 
the Islamic faith that remain, 
even today.
“I personally think that 
strike makes a false perception 
to a lot of Americans about the 
Muslim world,” See said. “I be-
lieve that there is something 
we have to do about it because 
it gives a bad perception.”
Ambika Karkee, graduate 
student in agricultural and 
biosystems engineering from 
Nepal, also vividly remembers 
hearing the news. Although 
many Nepalese people did not 
directly relate to the event, 
they shared in mourning with 
the United States.
“I was doing my undergrad 
back in my home country, 
Nepal, when I heard the news 
about Sept. 11,” Karkee said. 
“Whatever news I followed 
from my home country during 
that time, almost all articles 
seemed sorry to hear such a 
bad news of the history. I can-
not say about each and every-
one’s opinions, but in my opin-
ion, everybody feels sorry to 
hear such an inhumane activ-
ity, [the] killing of thousands 
[of ] innocent people.”
Although the American 
people continue to mourn 
those lost on Sept. 11, 2001, 
time has proven that the public 
has room for forgiveness.
Aurang Zaib continued to 
fight for a visa to study in the 
United States. After being suc-
cessfully admitted, he is cur-
rently studying agronomy and 
is happy with his education 
and to be in the U.S.
“[Americans] have for-
given the people,” he said. “I’m 
still here. I’m studying here.”
By	Kaleb.Warnock	
@iowastatedaily.com
File photo: Charles Dharapak/The Associated Press
Travelers at Singapore’s Changi International Airport stop to 
watch live pictures of smoke billowing over Manhattan after the 
attack on the World Trade Center in New York on Sept. 11, 2001.
Emotions begin to surface 
and minds ponder once again 
as the 10-year anniversary of 
a day no American will forget 
nears. Children and families 
will visit the memorial where 
their mothers, fathers, aunts, 
uncles and grandfathers took 
their last breath.
They will overlook the 
devastation that has been 
mended on the ground, but not 
in their hearts. Pondering the 
event that still wreaks havoc 
in America 10 years later, they 
can’t help but to wonder, why?
Religious studies professor 
Hector Avalos argues there is a 
direct correlation between re-
ligion and violence and thinks 
this relationship has the po-
tential to destroy civilization.
Avalos, a declared atheist, 
argues that all faiths’ claims 
are equally unverifiable and 
un-testable for truth. Avalos 
said that because of this, there 
is no objective way to settle 
religious arguments, which is 
why they often lead to violence.
“God-based realities are 
going to cause more confu-
sion,” Avalos said. “You will 
always have different views of 
what God wants. Religious ra-
tionale gets you nowhere.”
Following the attacks, a 
new collection of atheists 
arose. Avalos thinks this sud-
den rise of atheists is following 
a theory he calls secular apoca-
lypticism, which is the idea 
that religion has the potential 
to destroy the civilization.
Avalos was a declared athe-
ist several years prior to the 
Sept. 11 attacks; however, he 
thinks the attacks are a per-
fect example of how the rela-
tionship between religion and 
violence has the potential to 
destroy humans.
“Sept. 11 made me realize 
even more the danger of faith-
based thinking and the poten-
tial it has to destroy human 
civilization,” Avalos said.
Emily Hull, treasurer 
of the ISU Muslim Student 
Association, thinks the attacks 
were not religion-based, but a 
result of personal matters.
“I don’t consider Sept. 11 
to be a religious tragedy,” Hull 
said. “It was a terrorist act. It 
was caused by the same thing 
that causes gang violence and 
all other kinds of violence: peo-
ple who feel alienated from so-
ciety, who are angry, who want 
to prove something. They were 
able to perpetrate their hatred 
and anger for revenge on a 
massive scale.”
Hull, who was born in 
America, converted to Islam in 
2001 after reading books about 
Islam and she was angered 
that people began stereotyping 
the Muslim religion as “terror-
ists” after the attacks.
“In the last few years, all 
gains American-Muslims 
have made toward making 
people understand that Sept. 
11 was not a religiously moti-
vated crime, that Islam doesn’t 
teach terrorism and that all 
Muslims aren’t terrorists have 
been erased,” Hull said. “In 
fact, we’re moving backward 
at a rate I’d never thought 
possible.”
Gina Andre — staffer at Des 
Moines International Airport
On the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, 
Gina Andre drove her kids to grade 
school before heading to work at the 
Des Moines International Airport 
where she works as an executive as-
sistant for the aviation department.
Andre was listening to the ra-
dio when she heard about the first 
plane hitting the north World Trade 
Center tower.
“It was right before 8 o’clock,” 
Andre said. “I was listening to 
KGGO [radio station] and the 
morning DJs weren’t sure if it was 
true. I had a terrible feeling that 
something bad happened.”
About 20 minutes later, a sec-
ond airplane hit the south World 
Trade Center tower. Two other 
planes also had been hijacked, one 
crashing into the Pentagon and the 
other crashing into Shanksville, Pa.
“As that day unfolded there, was 
just more and more truth that it was 
terrorism,” Andre said.
Andre was at the Des Moines 
International Airport when the 
plane hijackings were confirmed to 
be terrorism.
During that week, Airports 
Council International-North 
America was having a conference 
in Montreal, Canada. The Federal 
Aviation Administration immedi-
ately ordered that all aircrafts be 
grounded.
“It was the first time in mod-
ern history that that has ever 
happened,” said Tim McClung, 
planning and outreach man-
ager of the Iowa Department of 
Transportation Office of Aviation. 
“It was unprecedented. There was 
virtually no aviation activity in the 
United States.”
Everyone who was at an airport 
at that time was stranded. “The 
aviation director and board chair-
man were in Montreal at the air-
port conference,” Andre said. “It 
took them nearly a week to get back. 
They had to charter a bus to get out 
of that country and get home.”
All employees of the Des 
Moines International Airport were 
evacuated from the building after 
confirmation that it was terrorism.
“We were only allowed back 
in if we had an Airport ID badge,” 
Andre said. “Prior to Sept. 11, an ID 
badge was required if you worked 
airside. Everyone needs an Airport 
ID badge now to work anywhere at 
the airport.”
Eric Asbe — president of 
Flying Cyclones
Eric Asbe, senior in kinesiology 
and health, was elected president of 
the Flying Cyclones this year.
The Flying Cyclones is a stu-
dent-run organization that takes 
in members of the ISU community 
who have an interest in aviation.
“I started taking lessons my 
freshman year,” Asbe said.
Asbe has been around airplanes 
since he was young. His father not 
only flew airplanes, but he built 
them as well.
“My dad has been a pilot since I 
was young, so I was always around 
them,” Asbe said.
Prior to Sept. 11, 2001, Asbe had 
never been worried about flying.
“After the effect of 9/11, it’s 
never been a concern being a pilot,” 
Asbe said.
Asbe remembers exactly where 
he was on the morning of Sept. 11.
“I was in my sixth-grade class-
room,” Asbe said. “A TV was rolled 
in, and we were told what had hap-
pened. I was horrified and couldn’t 
believe someone would fly jets into 
buildings as part of an attack.”
Despite what happened that 
day, it didn’t change Asbe’s opinion 
on flying.
“I guess I have never taken into 
consideration what happened on 
Sept. 11 when it comes to flying 
because it was commercial,” Asbe 
said. “Most of the flying we do is 
private. I’ve flown overseas since 
then and I have to say I really wasn’t 
concerned about it.”
Asbe hopes security levels at 
airports won’t loosen in the future.
“Because of what happened I 
would hope that they wouldn’t de-
crease security,” Asbe said. “People 
think that the TSA are overstep-
ping their boundaries, but once you 
find one weak link it can be used 
against us.”
Paul Slaughter — airport 
manager of Estherville 
Municipal Airport
Paul Slaughter has been the 
airport manager at Estherville 
Municipal Airport for 14 years, a pi-
lot for 23 years and a flight instruc-
tor for Iowa Lakes Community 
College.
Slaughter said things will al-
ways be different after 9/11.
“The Department of Homeland 
Security changed the atmosphere 
of aviation for the whole country 
in a way that it will never go back 
again,” Slaughter said. “Things will 
always be different than they were 
before Sept. 11, naturally.”
Since Sept. 11, 2001, Slaughter 
has been vigilant when it comes to 
airport security.
“After Sept. 11, all employees 
have to go through recurrent secu-
rity training every year,” Slaughter 
said. “Everybody who works at the 
airport involved in flight instruc-
tion has to do that.”
Slaughter was at the airport 
when he heard the news about the 
plane hijackings.
“That morning it was all over 
the news,” Slaughter said. “Things 
were gearing up for the day. As this 
happened in the media, nobody 
took off for flying.”
The Federal Aviation 
Administration sent out a flight 
restriction preventing all airplanes 
from flying.
“It was the initial reaction 
from the FAA that stated that all 
aircraft be grounded,” Slaughter 
said. “Meaning they can’t take 
off from ground. It caused a lot of 
inconveniences.”
Slaughter remembered feel-
ing sympathy for the people who 
were in the planes and in the World 
Trade Center, as well as wondered 
what motivated the event.
“I felt pity for the people who 
died, and I wanted to know why this 
happened,” Slaughter said.
Sept. 11 changed Slaughter as an 
airport manager more than it did as 
a pilot.
“As far as the way I fly, it hasn’t 
changed me,” Slaughter said. “As an 
airport manager, I’m a little more 
cautious about who people are. I 
wouldn’t say I’m suspicious of ev-
erybody, but I am more diligent on 
coming up to people and being ac-
quainted with them.”
After Sept. 11, charter services 
— in which a person rents an entire 
aircraft — were the last thing to be 
reinstated as far as being able to fly 
again.
“It’s such a wide open area,” 
Slaughter said. “A charter airplane 
can be easily taken over.”
Air charters were eventually 
allowed to fly again. In fact, they 
picked up business.
“The changes in that Sept. 11 
made to commercial flying made it 
inconvenient to fly commercially, 
making air charter services pick up 
in business,” Slaughter said.
Although they are more expen-
sive, air charters do offer advantag-
es over commercial flying.
“Certainly a theme we heard in 
the next several years was, because 
of enhanced security from some 
business aviation users, some per-
sonal users were beginning to move 
to the personal use of aviation,” said 
McClung, of the Iowa Department 
of Transportation Office of 
Aviation. “You don’t have the pas-
senger screening because you’re 
not getting on a large aircraft.”
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Travel
Air travel
Elizabeth
Kalouoek
Freshman
Engineering
“There	was	a	
lot	of	talk-
ing	in	my	
school	and	my	
parents	were	
a	little	bit	wor-
ried.	I	knew	
things	would	
be	different	
from	then.”
Erik
Stumpf
Graduate
History
“My	wife	and	
I	were	on	
our	honey-
moon	when	
it	happened,	
and	we	got	
phone	calls	
from	both	our	
parents.”
Lauren
Kokos
Freshman
Mechanical	
engineering
“I	was	in	
Singapore	at	
that	time,	and	
it	was	really	
different	being	
on	the	other	
side	of	world	
when	it	hap-
pened.”
Joe
Hahn
Sophomore
Electrical	
engineering
“I	was	watch-
ing	the	news	
on	that	day	
and	[was]	
shocked	by	
what	hap-
pened.”	
Amber
Hain
Sophomore
Design
“We	got	out	
of	class	early	
and	all	school	
activities	were	
canceled	on	
that	day.	I	
went	back	
home	and	my	
mom	tried	to	
explain	it.”
Jon
Stoffer
Freshman
Biology
“I	remember	
watching	it	
in	my	third-
grade	class	
in	TV	all	day	
long.”
Katelyn
Cohley
Freshman
Kinesiology
“I	remember	I	
was	getting	off	
the	bus	and	
there	was	a	
helicopter	that	
flew	over	our	
school	and	
our	bus	driver	
was	freaking	
out.”
What do you remember from Sept. 11, 2001?
Airline industry changes after attacks
By Ben.Theobald 
@iowastatedaily.com
File	photo:	Tim	Kupsick/The	Associated	Press
Airline passengers go through security screenings at Natrona County International Airport on Friday in Casper, 
Wyo. The TSA enacted several new security procedures following Sept. 11, 2001.
Civil liberties
The terrorist attacks that occurred on 
Sept. 11, 2001, caused the government to 
react in a way that would not only change 
civil liberties but even restrict them for 
all Americans.
“In times of national crisis, Americans 
have always been ready to sacrifice civil 
liberties,” said Barbara Mack, associate 
professor of journalism and mass com-
munication. “Since Sept. 11, Americans 
have had their civil liberties taken from 
them. In many cases they don’t even 
know it.”
One of the most high-profile respons-
es from the federal government to ter-
rorism in the past decade was the U.S. 
Patriot Act.
“The U.S. Patriot Act allows the tele-
phone and cellphone conversations of 
Americans to be monitored without a 
court warrant,” Mack said. “We have 
people’s bank accounts and emails being 
monitored and they will never be aware 
that government has read them.”
There also has been a change in terms 
of state action as well.
“We have seen real changes in the in-
frastructure of Iowa because there has 
been a huge influx of cash dollars from 
the federal government,” Mack said. “We 
have not seen changes in the state open-
records law or open-meetings law that 
are due to Sept. 11. However, we have 
seen a higher level of police surveillance 
at the local level and substantial amounts 
of money are being spent to secure ev-
erything from grain elevators to office 
buildings.”
The First Amendment Center has 
released a survey for every year begin-
ning since 1997 that deals with the First 
Amendment; one of the questions on 
the survey asks if the First Amendment 
goes too far in the rights it guarantees. 
According to the 2002 survey, results 
showed that 49 percent agreed that the 
First Amendment gives citizens too 
much freedom.
“9/11 produced more concern about 
security and security apparatus in the 
United States,” said Gene Policinski, 
senior vice president and executive di-
rector of the First Amendment Center. 
“We attribute almost all the dramati-
cally different results in 2002 to fear that 
stemmed directly from Sept. 11.”
According to the 2011 survey, 79 per-
cent disagreed to that same statement. 
Policinski worries that if another attack 
were to occur in the future, there would 
be a spike just like in 2002.
“I think if we have another major 
terrorist attack, it’s probably natural to 
assume people will fear that it could hap-
pen again and are too open of a society,” 
Policinski said. “I think as we have seen 
in the last 10 years when we have a mo-
ment to think about it, it’s those freedoms 
that are the very things that define our 
society.”
In the past decade, the landscape of 
security versus freedom has changed.
“At every level from universities to 
airports, state legislatures, there is a 
fear of violence, crime and terrorism,” 
said Steffen Schmidt, university profes-
sor of political science. “There are new 
laws and security equipment including 
cameras, surveillance of football games, 
searches and face-recognition software.”
According to Ben Stone, direc-
tor of the Iowa Civil Liberties Union, 
Americans have seen a “tremendous ero-
sion” of their personal integrity freedoms
“Much of the changes have occurred 
without any serious debate,” Stone said.
Stone believes the rule of law in the 
past decade has been undermined.
Sacrificing 
liberty for 
security 
after 9/11
By Ben.Theobald 
@iowastatedaily.com
As the 10-year anniversary 
of Sept. 11 draws near, many 
will be able to recall with great 
accuracy the exact moment at 
which they received news of the 
terrorist attacks.
Many also will recall the 
stress and anxiety brought on 
partly by the extensive media 
coverage of the event.
Brian Monahan, assistant 
professor of sociology, recently 
wrote a book called”The Shock 
of the News.”
In the book, he calls this 
media coverage a “public 
drama.”
“It has to do with how we in-
creasingly like to tell our news 
in story form,” Monahan said.
“It becomes a story with 
characters and dramatic mo-
ments and dramatic settings, 
with a lot of attention on vivid 
images.”
Monahan said that many 
other stories, such as the Casey 
Anthony murder trial, also 
have been morphed into public 
dramas.
Although this approach 
to news reporting might help 
people make sense of confus-
ing situations such as 9/11, it 
is likely to distort the facts and 
oversimplify important mat-
ters by focusing mostly on hu-
man interest stories, Monahan 
said.
“One of the themes of the 
public drama is advancing these 
emotional connections to the 
public,” Monahan said.
“You sit back and you rely 
more on this news coverage, 
and it’s hard to be cynical on 
those first few days [after the 
9/11 terrorist attacks], so those 
core themes and core messages 
really take hold.”
David Vogel, professor of 
psychology, said exposure to 
this type of media can cause 
enough trauma to warrant at-
tention from a mental health 
professional.
“The closer you are to some-
thing, the more likely it may im-
pact you, but it’s really all about 
how much we internalize it and 
how much it impacts our iden-
tity,” Vogel said.
“So when the terrorist at-
tacks happened, the number of 
clients that showed up to the 
counseling center here went 
up.”
Vogel said the stress caused 
by traumatic events can trigger 
previous traumas, or it can in-
crease the chances of develop-
ing new problems.
“The constant fear of the 
terror attacks can take up re-
sources so it’ll be harder to cope 
with other things as well,” Vogel 
said.
“More strain could make 
you more likely to produce rela-
tionship problems or anxieties 
in general.”
A considerable amount of 
empirical research has shown 
that many people who simply 
watched the events on televi-
sion in the days following de-
veloped long-term stress reac-
tions, including post-traumatic 
stress disorder.
However, researchers also 
have found that after Sept. 11, 
people were more likely to en-
gage in altruistic behaviors such 
as donating blood and giving 
money to charity.
Vogel said social support 
and good coping strategies 
can help prevent the types of 
negative psychological reac-
tions caused by events such as 
Sept. 11.
“With kids in particular, I 
think when there are stressors, 
it’s good having parents that 
are supportive and willing to 
talk about it generally,” Vogel 
said.
“As we talk to friends and 
family, that’s one way we deal 
with it and come to understand 
it and cope with it.”
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11TH
File photo: Dan Loh/The Associated Press
The Statue of Liberty sits shrouded in smoke on Sept. 15 in front of the lower Manhattan skyline in the New York Harbor following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City.
Cassidy
Moses
Freshman
Animal sci-
ence
“I was sitting 
in class and 
we were 
watching in 
on TV and we 
didn’t do any-
thing in school 
that day.”
Ashlen
Rutherford
Freshman
Agriculture 
education
“I was out for 
recess playing 
kickball and 
they made 
us all come 
inside. All I 
really remem-
ber is that I 
was upset.”
Nikki
Ellis
Freshman
English edu-
cation
“I just re-
member 
everyone was 
very somber 
and crying 
and ... it was a 
really sad.” 
Bene
Pearson
Freshman
Civil engi-
neering
“I just re-
member com-
ing to school 
the next day 
and having 
the teacher 
talk about the 
planes.”
Brianna
Hudson
Freshman
Open option
“I remember 
watching it 
on TV and I 
didn’t actually 
know what 
was going on, 
but I saw two 
towers falling 
down.” 
Shelby
Fry
Sophomore
Integrated 
studio arts
“I guess I just 
really didn’t 
understand 
what was 
going on be-
cause I was in 
fourth grade. I 
don’t remem-
ber much.” 
Ross
Werner
Sophomore
Psychology 
and speech 
communica-
tion
“I was in the 
fourth grade 
and I went to 
my grandpar-
ent’s house 
after school.”
What do you remember from Sept. 11, 2001?
Research: 9/11 coverage 
affected citizens’ psyches
By	Ted.Sics	
@iowastatedaily.com
The Bureau of Labor Statistics calculates consumer price 
indexes, which are measures of the average changes in prices 
of goods and services over time by consumers. The CPI is 
based on prices of food, shelter, fuels, clothing, transportation, 
medical costs and other day-to-day items and services. When 
calculating the index, each item is given a weight to account for 
its relative importance in consumers’ budget. Average wage 
index data is from the Social Security Administration. 
$600 million
Cleanup cost
1,506,124
Tons of debris removed
6
Days the New York Stock 
Exchange was closed
99
Days fires continued to 
burn after the attack
Sept.	11:	By	the	numbers
Prices:	Then	and	now
$103.80
THEN $196.90
NOW
CANDY
BREAD
$107.40
THEN $162.60
NOW
MEAT
$150.70
THEN $200.50
NOW
$129
NOW
$107.80
THEN
MILK
$197.40
NOW
$156.60
THEN
BEER
$153.30
THEN $179.30
NOW
TRANSPORTATION
$128.20
THEN $128.70
NOW
HOUSING
COLLEGE	TUITION
$331.90
THEN $606.70
NOW
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11TH
File photo: Dan Loh/The Associated Press
The Statue of Liberty sits shrouded in smoke on Sept. 15 in front of the lower Manhattan skyline in the New York Harbor following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York City.
What do you remember from Sept. 11, 2001?
Kyle
Tietz
Freshman
Computer 
engineering
“I was in 
school in 
social stud-
ies class 
in the third 
grade and all 
the teach-
ers stopped 
classes.”
Cameron
LaFollette
Junior
Electrical 
engineering
“I remember 
when I first 
heard about 
it, it was on 
the radio and 
someone said 
that they had 
hit the tow-
ers.”
Zane
Heer
Freshman
Pre-architec-
ture
 “I was sit-
ting in my 
third-grade 
classroom. My 
teacher told 
me about it, 
and it didn’t 
really hit me.”
James
Moran
Sophomore
Materials 
engineering
“I was in 
Catholic 
school at the 
time and all 
the teachers 
were on a bus 
and they were 
whispering to 
each other.” 
Justin
Mikesell
Sophomore
Chemistry
 “I just made 
a joke about 
Osama Bin 
Laden or 
Afghanistan 
and all the 
teachers were 
pissed off.”
Tyler
Tunning
Junior
Horticulture
“I just re-
member 
walking into 
school and we 
were told a 
plane hit the 
World Trade 
Center.”
Christopher
Broman
Senior
History
“I was a soph-
omore in high 
school and we 
were sitting 
there and the 
teacher ran in 
and turned on 
the news.” 
2,819
People killed
$600 million
Cleanup cost
1,506,124
Tons of debris removed
6
Days the New York Stock 
Exchange was closed
99
Days fires continued to 
burn after the attack
Freedom, democracy 
remain despite attacks
The World Trade Center 
crumbled down, producing dust 
that darkened the streets of 
New York City and the hearts of 
Americans.
Terrorists were successful 
in bringing down the twin tow-
ers. But they were unsuccess-
ful in tearing down America’s 
core values of freedom and 
democracy.
On the 10th anniversary of 
the Sept. 11 attacks, sociologists 
look back on America’s darkest 
day and discuss how the shining 
light of freedom was able to lead 
the country out of the darkness.
“As long as we are strong 
about our freedoms, then no one 
is going to hurt us,” said Stephen 
Sapp, professor of sociology.
On the morning of Sept. 11, 
2001, 19 al-Qaida terrorists 
hijacked four commercial air-
planes. At 8:46 a.m., American 
Airlines Flight 11 crashed into 
the World Trade Center’s north 
tower. United Airlines Flight 
175 hit the south tower at 9:03 
a.m. and sent a wave of panic 
across the country and the 
world.
Sapp said Americans from 
all areas of the country reacted 
so strongly to the news of the 
attack because they feared for 
their own safety and because 
they cared about the fate of their 
fellow Americans.
“Something happens in 
New York, but those are still 
Americans,” Sapp said. “We had 
this sense of community, which 
draws people together really 
quickly and strongly.”
At 9:03 a.m., American 
Airlines Flight 77 crashed into 
the Pentagon. Back in New 
York, at 9:59 a.m., the south 
tower collapsed. Less than 
five minutes later, passengers 
on United Airlines Flight 93, 
which was headed toward 
Washington, D.C., caused the 
airplane to crash into a field in 
Pennsylvania. At 10:28 a.m., the 
north tower collapsed, ending 
one of the most turbulent two 
hours in American history.
“Everyone knew it was [an] 
historic moment,” said Daniel 
Krier, associated professor of 
sociology. “There was no ques-
tion — this was history.”
Krier said the fact that the 
attack was an unprecedent-
ed event changed the way 
Americans viewed it.
“We knew there was go-
ing to be a military response; 
we knew there probably would 
be additional attacks, which is 
still stunning that there haven’t 
been,” Krier said. “No matter 
where you were in America, 
you knew things were about to 
change and there was no way to 
integrate this event into exist-
ing life.”
Life in America did change, 
but not the way terrorists ex-
pected it to, Sapp said.
“If those attacks were meant 
to be attacks on America, then 
they failed miserably,” he said. 
“In fact, they had the opposite 
effect. We’re a stronger culture, 
a more global culture, a culture 
that’s more proud of its heritage 
than ever before.”
Sapp said the reason why 
Americans have such pride in 
their country is because of the 
presence of freedom and de-
mocracy. He said Americans 
must protect these core values.
“These knee-jerk reac-
tions to harbor ill will toward 
Muslims or attack this group 
or that group, or constrain this 
group or that group, and there-
fore destroy the very things that 
are who we are — if we would 
have done that, then the terror-
ists really would have won,” he 
said.
“All they did was cost us 
money, lives and more time 
when we go to the airport, but 
they did not destroy who we 
are.”
By	Katherine.Klingseis	
@iowastatedaily.com
There will be a program honoring those 
who died on Sept. 11 on Central Cam-
pus on Sunday evening.
7:30 p.m.
Start of the event
8 p.m.
Program
Zachary Boss, director for Student Af-
fairs for the Government of the Student 
Body, will introduce the program and 
the ROTC will present the flag. The GSB 
president or vice president will lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance.
8:35 p.m.
Speech by the Boone Fire Chief
8:40 p.m.
Speeches by two local politicians
8:50 p.m.
Keynote Speaker Col. Craig Bargfrede
9:05 p.m.
Speech by a campus administrator
9:11 p.m.
A moment of silence followed by a 
candlelight vigil
ISU	event	schedule
File photo: Mark Lennihan/The Associated Press
Waterfalls empty into a massive reflecting pool at the 
National September 11 Memorial in New York City on  
May 13.
Sept.	11:	By	the	numbers
Source: New York Magazine
The Sept. 11 attacks 
changed the way Americans 
view the world for good, be-
lieves an ISU professor of po-
litical science.
Up until that day, the 
United States was “still under 
the influence of the trium-
phalism of the Cold War,” said 
Richard Mansbach, professor 
of political science.
To discuss the global im-
pacts of the 9/11 attacks, one 
must first understand where 
suicide attacks, like what 
was seen on Sept. 11, came 
from.
“Suicide bombing was de-
veloped by the Tamil Tigers in 
Sri Lanka in the 1980s,” said 
Ellen Pirro, lecturer of politi-
cal science.
The Tamil Tigers were a 
separatist group in northern 
Sri Lanka that wished to es-
tablish an independent state 
for the Tamil people.
As the Tamil Tigers were 
starting their 30-plus-year 
campaign, Osama bin Laden 
was building a full-fledged 
Sunni Islamic terrorist group 
that was to begin operations 
in targeted countries, particu-
larly in the West.
Within 12 years of its for-
mation, al-Qaida already was 
responsible for famous attacks 
such as the 1993 bombing of 
the World Trade Center, 1998 
U.S. Embassy bombings in 
the East Africa and the 2000 
bombing of the USS Cole in 
Yemen.
By 2001, al-Qaida’s so-
phistication reached a new 
high with the Sept. 11 attacks, 
which killed almost 3,000 
American citizens.
Less than a month after 
the Sept. 11 attacks, the United 
States was in Afghanistan to 
begin the war on al-Qaida and 
terrorism.
By Nov. 11, 2001, the United 
States and its NATO allies had 
taken the capital, Kabul, and 
were on the hunt to capture 
bin Laden.
However, despite a quick 
and easy conventional victory 
against the Taliban, the war 
became drawn out and “efforts 
were turned over to locals and 
many of them were incompe-
tent ... and the Afghan leader-
ship was a disaster,” Mansbach 
said.
Two years later, the United 
States launched its invasion of 
Iraq, and world support for the 
United States began to wane.
After the Iraq War, “we 
alienated everybody, but the 
power relationships of the 
world did not change,” Pirro 
said.
In other words, the United 
States and its allies remained 
power centers in the world, 
but no one wanted to associ-
ate with them because of the 
wars.
“Everybody decided to 
call their opponents terror-
ists ... The Russians called 
the Chechens terrorists, the 
Israelis called the Palestinians 
terrorists, the Turks called the 
Kurds terrorists, and in part, 
terrorists groups have multi-
plied since then,” Pirro said.
Since the war on terror 
began 10 years ago, “the old al-
Qaida is mostly diminished ... 
and is more of a metaphor for 
these groups than an actual 
entity,” Mansbach said.
Several splinter groups 
have broken off to conduct 
their own attacks.
Other groups have simply 
arisen after having seen the 
success and publicity al-Qaida 
received.
Most recently, the terrorist 
group known as Boko Haram 
entered the world stage by 
bombing the United Nation 
headquarters in the Nigerian 
capital of Abuja.
Boko Haram is an Islamic 
militant group that fights to 
establish an Islamic state in 
Nigeria.
It has been added to the 
long list of terrorist groups that 
have formed since Sept. 11.
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Terrorism
Owen
Wang
Senior
Electrical 
engineering
“I remember 
I moved to my 
new house 
and our TV 
was not ready 
to be shipped. 
I watched the 
news at my 
grandma’s.” 
Christian
Shannon
Sophomore
Mechanical 
engineering
“That was 
fourth grade 
for me; I 
remember for 
some reason 
everyone was 
making a big 
deal about 
something.” 
Erin
March
Junior
Elementary 
education
“I was scared 
because I 
didn’t know 
the word ter-
rorist. It still 
intimidates 
me.”
Aaron
Zeatlow
Sophomore
Aerospace 
engineering
“I remember I 
was in fourth 
grade. They 
didn’t tell us 
what was 
going on in 
school. I had 
to wait until I 
got home.”
Valarie
Hafner
Sophomore
Forestry
“I was just at 
a warehouse 
working. I 
was kind of 
surprised that 
something 
would happen 
like that here 
in the U.S.”
Jesse
Kraus
Senior
Sociology
“I remember 
I was sitting 
in class as a 
sophomore in 
high school 
when the call 
came in and 
they dis-
missed class 
for the day.”
Monica
Cox
Sophomore
Biology
“I remember 
we had a sub-
stitute teacher 
that day and 
she stopped 
teaching. She 
actually had 
a family up in 
New York.”
What do you remember from Sept. 11, 2001?
Al-Qaida as an actual global ter-
rorism player began to see its pow-
er and influence decline after the 
United States’ invasion of 
Afghanistan, political science pro-
fessors said.
“I think what has happened is 
that al-Qaida has become much 
more diffused and it currently does 
not have the same amount of control 
as the original organization,” said 
political science department chair-
man James McCormick.
Within a month after the at-
tacks on Sept. 11, the United 
States launched an all-out inva-
sion of Afghanistan after the rul-
ing Taliban refused to hand Osama 
bin Laden over without substantial 
proof.
The United States and its NATO 
allies were able to overthrow the 
Taliban quite swiftly and the hunt 
for bin Laden was on.
Around this time, al-Qaida as 
an actual global terrorism player 
began to see its power and influ-
ence decline, especially as of late, 
McCormick said.
Political science professor 
Richard Mansbach said a large 
reason for the group’s decline was 
due to the U.S. military’s use of 
drones.
“The original al-Qaida is really 
in disarray with the use of American 
drones,” Mansbach said.
Even with the use of drones, 
there is still a rising concern that 
the fall of al-Qaida has given rise to 
many other Islamic terrorist groups 
who look to launch jihad in their own 
countries, McCormick said.
“Al-Qaida is currently in about 
60 different countries, but some of 
these have been start up operations 
by individual groups.” McCormick 
said.
“Certainly they are inspired by 
al-Qaida, but it is less easy to get a 
handle on them.”
Having lost its figurehead with 
the death of bin Laden in May, many 
ponder what direction al-Qaida is 
going.
“The most recent surge is 
less clear. [Al-Qaida] have al-
ready been chased into Pakistan 
and Pakistan itself is disorderly,” 
Mansbach said.
“And, the argument now is if we 
have to stay in Afghanistan in order 
to keep al-Qaida out.”
Perspective
Professor: 9/11 changed Americans’ views
File Photo: K.M.Chaudary/Iowa State Daily
Supporters of Pakistani religious party Jamaat-u-Dawa burn a U.S. flag during a Feb. 18 rally to condemn American CIA contractor Raymond Allen Davis, who shot dead 
two Pakistanis, in Lahore, Pakistan. Americans’ views of world affairs has changed since the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.
By	David.Bartholemew	
@iowastatedaily.com
Terrorist	group
Al-Qaida remains concern despite recent decline
File photo: Al-Jazeera via APTN/The Associated Press
This image made from video released by Al-Jazeera television Oct. 5, 2001, is said to show Osama bin Laden at an 
undisclosed location on Sept. 11, 2001. Al-Jazeera did not say whether it was taken before or after the Sept. 11 attacks.
By	David.Bartholomew	
@iowastatedaily.com
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War and Politics
Audrey
Wagner
Freshman
Animal	sci-
ence
“I	was	in	my	
third	grade	
reading	class	
and	I	re-
member	not	
knowing	what	
a	terrorist	at-
tack	was.”
Austin
Wilkinson
Freshman
Software	
engineering
“I	remember	
my	dad	being	
really,	really	
upset,	one	of	
the	only	times	
I’ve	seen	him	
almost	cry.”		
Caedron
Bartles
Freshman
Materials	
engineering
“I	remember	
being	at	re-
cess	and	com-
ing	in	and	all	
the	teachers	
were	like	cry-
ing	and	stuff,	
not	freaking	
out.”
Tony
Friedichsen
Alumnus
“I	was	in	class	
at	Iowa	State	
...	and	one	of	
the	students	
had	come	in	
late	and	told	
us	that	one	
plane	had	just	
flown	into	the	
towers.”
Dan
Voss
Senior
Materials	
engineering
“It	was	a	little	
bit	scary	but	
I	knew	they	
wouldn’t	
come	to	
Iowa	and	do	
anything	so	I	
wasn’t	really	
worried.”
Bevin
Waters
Junior
Mathematics
“I	was	a	
little	kid,	but	
I	remember	
hearing	on	
the	news	that	
something	
happened.	I	
thought	it	was	
an	airport	
shut	down.”
Jing Jing
Cen
Freshman
Pre-business
“I	was	too	
small	to	watch	
the	news,	so	
I	didn’t	really	
know	what	
was	happen-
ing.	I	didn’t	
even	know	
what	terror-
ism	was.”
What do you remember from Sept. 11, 2001?
Government
The United States’ foreign pol-
icy has changed dramatically since 
Sept. 11, 2001. Some ISU political sci-
ences professors agree the terrorist 
attacks have had a serious effect on 
both military and diplomatic efforts.
“The Obama administration 
came into office with the intention 
to restore American prestige in the 
world,” said political science chair-
man James McCormick. “It has 
made the United States more attrac-
tive, but has not turned the tide in 
terms of policy agreements.”
Ten years ago, the world looked 
much different than it did today. 
Propped up by a strong economy and 
a military, the U.S. appeared to be at 
the height of its power. However, with 
the attacks on Sept. 11, the nation was 
drawn into Afghanistan and later an 
invasion of Iraq.
Coupled with an economic re-
cession in 2008 and the fast eco-
nomic rise of Brazil, Russia, India 
and China, President Barack Obama 
came to power at probably the na-
tion’s weakest and least-respected 
times in recent memory and, because 
of that, many expect him to take a 
new approach to American foreign 
policy, McCormick said.
Much of the reason for Obama’s 
popularity throughout the world is 
because many, especially in Europe, 
see the president as a definitive step 
up after the interventionist years of 
George W. Bush.
However, McCormick said the 
substantial policy differences be-
tween Obama and his predecessor 
have yet to emerge. Since taking of-
fice, Obama has sent more troops to 
Afghanistan, expanded drone attacks 
in Pakistan and even launched opera-
tions to Libya and Yemen, which are 
reminiscent of the approach taken by 
the Bush administration.
However, Obama has made ef-
forts to set himself apart from Bush. 
First, he essentially withdrew most 
combat forces from Iraq. Second, the 
recent NATO intervention in Libya 
showed the world the United States 
was still a strong military force even 
though its European allies took more 
of a leadership role in securing a no-
fly zone over Libya.
“Obama is a multilateralist,” said 
Richard Mansbach, professor of po-
litical science. “The Libyan conflict is 
a good example of the way he thinks. 
When he went in [to Libya], he was 
only willing to go in with NATO 
support.”
Mansbach said another main dif-
ference between Obama and Bush 
is that Obama views terrorism as a 
“law enforcement issue” while Bush 
declared it a war on terrorism. This 
may very well be the deciding factor 
in distinguishing himself from Bush.
Furthermore, the recent upris-
ings in the Middle East, known as the 
“Arab Spring,” have presented a new 
way for the United States to pres-
ent itself in the region. First starting 
in Tunisia, citizens in authoritar-
ian countries in the Middle East and 
North Africa began to protest against 
their dictatorial rulers until many of 
them finally stepped down or were 
forced out. As of today, Tunisians, 
Egyptians and Libyans have seen an 
ousting of the rulers who controlled 
their lives for decades. Syria and 
Yemen also have seen protests that 
threaten the rule of their leaders.
Because of the Arab Spring, many 
see this as a perfect opportunity for 
Obama to improve the United States’ 
relations with the Muslim world be-
cause it is embracing the potential for 
liberal democracy to develop in these 
countries that have just overthrown 
their dictatorial leaders.
“When President Obama made a 
speech in Cairo, Egypt, in June 2009, 
he tried to appeal to the Muslim 
world ... and if there is an emergence 
of a democratic institution [because 
of the Arab Spring] we may see a shift 
in world perception,” McCormick 
said.
While domestic issues including 
the financial crisis and the 2012 re-
elections dominate the political land-
scape in the United States, Obama 
still has the opportunity to make a 
strong statement on his foreign pol-
icy, a foreign policy that is different 
from Bush, but it all depends how he 
approaches the matter, Mansbach 
said.
From weapons such rocket-
propelled grenades to the lethal 
improvised explosive device, 
American soldiers face a variety of 
weapons in warfare.
IEDs are dangerous, home-
made bombs that can be triggered 
by cellphones, act as land mines or 
even be worn.
“IEDs continue to be the 
most dangerous weapon cur-
rently used against our sol-
diers deployed overseas in both 
Iraq and Afghanistan,” said 
Master Sgt. Benjamin Pingel, ad-
junct instructor of military sci-
ence and tactics.
Pingel said technology and 
training to defeat the weapon has 
greatly improved since the begin-
ning of the current conflict.
“However, as we improve our 
procedures for detecting and de-
feating IEDs, the enemy also con-
tinues to refine and modify their 
own techniques to counter our 
success,” Pingel said.
Maj. Richard Smith, professor 
and chairman of military science 
and tactics, discussed some of the 
most common weapons seen dur-
ing war.
Smith said the AK47 is popu-
lar in warefare for a few reasons; 
it’s hard for the gun to jam, it’s 
cheap to produce and they’re easy 
to use.
He said the recoilless rifle is 
another common weapon soldiers 
face. These large-caliber guns are 
used for both direct and indirect 
fire.
Recoilless rifles can be fired 
from the shoulder or fired while 
on top of a mount, such as a light-
weight tripod.
The weapons are made so they 
can be easily carried.
Smith said despite getting 
some media attention, anthrax 
isn’t commonly used.
While all these weapons can 
be lethal, Smith said the military 
has come up with ways to defend 
them.
For instance, soldiers and 
spotters are trained in what to 
look for when looking for roadside 
bombs.
Smith said they look for any-
thing unusual, whether it is dis-
turbed ground or suspicious 
behavior.
If they spot anything, they call 
for a bomb technician to come and 
disarm the discovered roadside 
bomb.
He said the vehicles military 
personnel use also are designed to 
help defeat IEDs.
The vehicles have thicker 
plating to help guard against 
explosions.
Smith said solders wear per-
sonal protective equipment, as 
well.
He said during a mission, a 
soldier could be wearing between 
60 and 100 pounds of gear.
The ROTC at Iowa State helps 
prepare soldiers for combat.
“The key to our program is that 
the cadets run it,” Smith said.
“We owe it to them, their par-
ents, their spouses, to produce 
quality leaders ... The best thing 
we have going out there is the 
soldiers.”
File	photo:	Iowa	State	Daily
President Barack Obama’s foreign policy is more popular throughout the world because some countries, especially in Europe, see it as an improvement over 
former President George W. Bush’s interventionist policies.
Foreign policy changes due to 9/11
By David.Bartholemew 
@iowastatedaily.com
Military
File	photo:	Doug	Mills/The	Associated	Press
Chief of Staff Andy Card whispers to former President George W. Bush to give him word of the plane crashes at the World 
Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001, during a visit to the Emma E. Booker Elementary School in Sarasota, Fla.
Soldiers 
receive 
weaponry 
training
By Amelia.Johnson 
@iowastatedaily.com
FacesintheCrowd
What do you remember from Sept. 11, 2001?
Spencer
Hyde
Freshman
Engineering
“I was young 
and I was in 
third grade. I 
just remem-
ber we were 
in school and 
all the teach-
ers started 
talking.”
Brittney
Lynch
Senior
Apparel de-
sign
“One of my 
friends’ 
mother was 
a teacher in 
the school. 
She pulled her 
daughter out 
of class.”
Monica
Gallardo
Senior
Animal ecol-
ogy
“I was in 
class and we 
watched the 
planes hit the 
towers. It was 
a bit surreal. 
I didn’t think 
that it could 
happen.”
Alex
Gowey
Senior
Accounting
“I was in 
sixth grade, 
and it was 
before school 
started. And, 
I remember 
my grandma 
called me to 
tell me and I 
had no idea.”
Bailey
Griffith
Sophomore
Advertising
“All the teach-
ers met in the 
hallway, and 
we watched 
the second 
plane hit the 
building”
Jacob
Lawson
Senior
Supply chain 
management
 “I was on the 
bus when it 
happened, but 
I remember at 
lunch we got 
to go watch it 
in one of the 
classrooms.”
Blaine
Bierschenk
Sophomore
Industrial 
technology
“I was pretty 
young and 
didn’t com-
pletely un-
derstand the 
magnitude of 
the situation.”
Tyler
Crowe
Senior
Mechanical 
engineering
“I lived in 
Knoxville, 
Tenn. at 
the time. I 
remember not 
understanding 
the signifi-
cance of the 
situation.”
Steven
Gehling
Senior
Marketing
“I was in sixth 
grade and 
they showed 
us on the TV in 
class.”
Cory
Millmier
Senior
Finance and 
accounting
“After hear-
ing about it 
in English 
class, I came 
home and 
watched the 
clip repeatedly 
on TV”
Monica
Madsen
Senior
Animal science
“I just remem-
ber 9/11 being 
very scary 
for everyone 
involved and 
being that my 
dad is a pilot, 
I was worried 
for his job.”
Roger
Deboer
Senior
Mechanical 
engineering
“I was in shop 
class when I 
found out, and 
we watched 
the news all 
day in school.”
Sean
Lucas
Junior
Accounting
“I got to my 
classroom 
and every-
one’s eyes 
were glued 
to the TV as 
they watched 
the towers go 
down.”
Danielle
Winter
Freshman
Criminal 
justice
“I was in third 
grade, I’m 
pretty sure, 
and when I 
got home - my 
uncle works 
there, but he 
hadn’t gone in 
to work.”
Charles
Poulson
Junior
Graphic de-
sign
“I was on a 
field trip to 
Camp Dodge, 
and once 
we got off 
the bus, the 
instructors 
made us get 
back on.”
Cole
Harty
Junior
Animal ecol-
ogy
 “I remember 
they stopped 
in the middle 
of my class. I 
was in about 
seventh grade 
and they 
just stopped 
class.” 
Melissa
Gofforth
Freshman
Pre-business
“We came to 
class and the 
teachers were 
acting weird 
the whole day. 
We didn’t find 
out what hap-
pened until 
after we got 
out of class.”
Matthew
Mottet
Senior
Mechanical 
engineering
“I remem-
ber eating 
a glazed 
doughnut in 
my basement. 
Really.”
Anne
Garrity
Senior
Marketing
“I just re-
member I was 
in sixth grade 
and we were 
in history and 
all the teach-
ers got really 
quiet.”
Lakesha
Manning
Senior
Marketing and 
finance
“Since I was 
in Maryland at 
the time, I was 
scared out of 
my mind.” 
Alex
Ross
Senior
Mechanical 
engineering
“I was in sci-
ence class 
in seventh 
grade. We 
watched TV all 
day.” 
Andrew
Gilbert
Senior
Forestry
“I was sick 
from school 
and my mom 
woke me up. 
She was cry-
ing, so I went 
with her and 
we watched 
the news for 
hours.”
Grace
Papadoplulos
Freshman
Aerospace 
engineering
“Honestly, I 
don’t remem-
ber when it 
happened. 
It was more 
memorable 
when the day 
came around 
every year.”
Kyle
Simpson
Sophomore
Civil engi-
neering
“I was in my 
fourth grade 
class and I 
remember 
the teachers 
running in 
and out of the 
rooms.” 
Jordan
Muell
Freshman
Engineering
“I was watch-
ing TV, but not 
understand-
ing, Now, I 
can’t believe 
that hap-
pened, but I 
realize how 
serious it 
was.”
Kelsey
Feltz
Junior
Family 
consumer sci-
ence educa-
tion
 “I remember 
being scared 
and angry, 
but I remem-
ber so much 
patriotism.”
Anthony
Campbell
Senior
Business 
management
“In the 6th 
grade, I came 
from recess 
and someone 
mentioned 
that two 
planes flew 
into the build-
ing.”
Melissa
Fuerst
Sophomore
Geology
“It was a 
beautiful day 
and we went 
to recess; 
the when we 
got into the 
classroom, 
the teacher 
was crying.”
Katie
Taylor
Senior
Agronomy 
and global 
resource 
systems
“Every-
one kind of 
remembers 
where they 
were. I re-
member we 
had the TV 
Steve
Kellogg
Junior
Finance
“I remember 
I went to my 
neighbor’s 
house and 
watch TV with 
them being 
shocked and 
sad about 
everything.”
Alissa
Brady
Senior
Speech com-
munication
“I remember 
getting to skip 
art class to 
listen to the 
news on the 
radio because 
the only TV 
was in history 
class.”
Lucas
Wagner
Senior
Forestry
“It was the 
day of my first 
football game 
and it got 
cancelled.” 
Mike
Naughton
Senior
Computer sci-
ence
“I walked 
into my sixth 
grade class 
and I was 
asked about 
the towers 
that got hit. I 
had no idea.”
Josh
Holtz
Freshman
Chemical 
engineering
“I would 
have to say, 
because I 
was younger, 
I remem-
ber just the 
disbelief on all 
the teachers’ 
faces.”
Brian
Dwyer
Junior
Kinesiology 
and health
“I remember 
my room-
mates came 
to tell me we 
were under 
attack, and 
then we 
watched TV.”
Tate
Hackbarth
Sophomore
Civil engi-
neering
“I remember 
being con-
fused and 
my cartoons 
weren’t on.”
Sara
Letsch
Senior
Biology
“I was in gym 
class and 
they stopped 
the class and 
wheeled in a 
TV that every-
one crowded 
around.”
Samantha
Roehl
Sophomore
Genetics
“I watched 
the first tower 
get hit before 
getting on the 
bus. Once I 
got to school, 
everyone was 
in shock.”
Janelle
Blanco
Sophomore
Early child-
hood educa-
tion
“I was in 
fourth grade 
and I just re-
member com-
ing to school 
and having the 
television on 
all day.” 
Jonathan 
Henze
Senior
Computer 
engineering
“I remember 
my teacher 
was re-
ally nervous 
because his 
parents were 
supposed to 
go on a tour ... 
that day.”
Grant
Jacobson
Senior
Kinesiology
“I remember 
coming in 
from gym 
class and 
there was 
something 
going on over 
the announce-
ments.”
Elizabeth
Sener
Junior
Advertising
“It is my birth-
day on Sep-
tember 11th. 
After eating 
birthday cake, 
the family 
sat down and 
watched the 
news.”
Dylan
Miller
Senior
Business
“At recess, I 
stopped by 
my house be-
cause I lived 
so close to the 
school, and 
my mom told 
me the upset-
ting news.”
Rebekah
Hosford
Senior
English
“We were 
celebrating 
someone’s 
birthday and 
the school 
tried keeping 
things very 
quiet.”
Sarah
Burke
Graduate
English
“I was re-
ally scared 
because I had 
never expe-
rienced some-
thing like that. 
Now, I think it 
is an impor-
tant thing to 
remember.”
